STATE  LIBRARY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 
docs, pa  PY  W3248.1 

Report  of  the  water  supply  com 


II II II  lllll  I II I 

0 0001  oc 

21 

1798  2 

STATE  LIB. 
PA. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 

This  project  is  made  possibie  by  a grant  from  the  Institute  of  Museum  and  Library  Services  as  administered  by  the  Pennsyivania  Department  of  Education  through  the  Office  of  Commonweaith  Libraries 


https  ://archive.org'detaiis/reportofwatersup00wate_4 


\ Cl  ()  7 - I q o 7 


STATE  LIBRARY  OP  PEMSYLVANIA 
IX)CmiEUTS  SECTION 


s, 


L 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


WATER  SUPPLY  COMMISSIOI 


OF 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


HARRISBURG,  PA.; 

HARRISBURG  PUBLISHING  CO.,  STATE  PRINTERS. 

1906. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


WATER  SEPPLY  COMilSSIOI 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


HARRISBURG,  PA.: 

HARRISBURG  PUBLISHING  CO.,  STATE  PRINTERS. 

1906. 


( 2 ) 


■5  3^  O ■> 


!> 


REPORT. 


> 

W 


To  His  Exr-olioncy.  Saiinio]  W.  Peiiny]iack(M‘,  (iovcnior  of  Pininsyl- 
syhaiiia.  Harrisbniyi-  Penis'a.: 

As  reiinired  by  the  Act  of  Assembly,  jiassed  the  foni  tli  day  of  May, 
Ihd'),  the  A'ater  Siipjdy  Commission  of  Pciinsylvaiiia  ies])ectfiilly 
submits  the  following-  vepovt. 

The  persons  named  by  you  to  compose  the  AV;'.t(M'  Supjily  ('ommis 
sion,  together  with  tlie  Commissioner  of  Forestry  and  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Health,  met  at  Harrisburg  on  the  third  d;iy  of  July,  liHto, 
and  organized  by  electing  John  Pirkinbim*,  of  Cynwyd,  Pa.,  ('hair- 
man;  Henry  M.  Prackeuridge.  of  Pittslmrg,  Pa.,  N"ic(*  Chairman; 
John  F.  ^Vhitworth.  of  Kittanning,  I’a.,  t-^eci('tary. 

Since  its  organization  the  (Commission  has  beim  actively  engaged 
in  procuring  information  necessary  to  inform  itsidf  regarding  the 
water  resources  of  the  State,  and  for  that  purpose  has  been  gather- 
ing records  of  surveys,  maps,  plans  and  specifications,  bearing  ujion 
this  subject. 

^ The  Commission  is  also  collecting  a libruiry  of  docunnmls  upon  the 
water  resources  of  the  State,  and  upon  such  general  features  as 
stream  guaging.  rain-fall,  freshets,  etc. 

^ j The  Commission  considers  the  State  as  divided  by  nature  into  the 
^ following  water  sheds  or  general  drainage  basins,  viz;  Delaware, 
Sus(piehanna,  Ohio,  Potomac,  Lake  Fri(*  aral  Xoi-llmrn,  and  when 
necessary  to  projierly  study  local  conditions,  these  general  divisions 
will  be  sub-divided.  This  work  is  essential  ami  its  < om]detion  will 
necessarily  reipiire  considerable  time. 

Pennsylvania  being  a mountainous  State,  the  sources  of  many  of 
its  streams  are  of  high  elevations;  some  tlow  i-ajiidly,  others  arc 
sluggish,  but  all  have  individual  charactcuistics  vihich  require  in- 
vestigation and  study.  The  streams  are  subject  to  violent  freshets 
or  long  continued  droughts;  their  condition  varying  greatly  with  the 
season  of  the  year.  The  b'ommission  is  endeavoring  to  collect  data 
and  statistics  with  reference  to  these  varying  conditions,  in  order  to 
secure  to  all  localities  equitable  distribution,  etc.,  as  reipiircd  by 
the  act. 

Heretofore  the  State  has  given  no  consideration  to  its  \Vate! 
Supiilies  as  being  part  of  its  resources,  hence  it  is  nec(‘ssai-y  for  tdie 
Commission  to  formulate  metliods  of  iirm-edur!'  in  harmonv  vvith  ex- 
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istiiiji’  legislatioii,  atid' it 'is'solicftiiig-  itifonnation  from  other  States 
wheli  have  plactal  their  water  supplies  under  legislative  control. 

The  eontamiuation  of  sticaius.  so  far  as  this  affects  domestic  or 
mu[iicii»al  supplies,  is,  by  legislative  enactment,  placed  nnder  the 
supervision  of  tlie  Health  I)e])artment,  hnt  there  are  some  sources 
of  ]>o]lution  which  cause  ohstruction  to  water-ways  or  contamina- 
tions affecting  industries,  that  will  prohahly  reipiii'e  investigation 
hy  this  C’omndssion. 

The  hood  and  drought  conditions  of  streams  of  the  State  will  be 
studied  in  tin*  hojie  of  suggesling  in  future  reports  some  means  of 
modifying  the  extrmnes  which  interfere  with  the  comfort  and  pros- 
]H*rity  of  cities  and  towns  located  upon  important  streams.  This 
will  naturally  involve  investigations  of  the  rainfall,  water-sheds, 
stoi-age  possibilities,  forest-cover,  etc. 


Section  o of  the  Act  ]-eads  as  follows: 

‘dfereafter  no  Lett(*rs  Tatent  shall  be  issued  to  an_^ 
company  desiring  to  be  incorjiorated  for  the  ])urpose 
of  supplying  water  to  the  ]>ublic,  in  any  community  of 
the  Commonwealth,  until  said  aplication  is  first  sub- 
mitted to  and  has  received  the  appi'oval  of  a majority 
of  the  said  Water  Sujtply  Commission.'’ 

Ihider  this  section  of  the  Act,  the  Commission  has  received  eigh- 
teen (IS)  applications  foi'  charters.  Of  these  it  has  approved  seven 
(7),  refused  two  (2),  has  S(*ven  (7)  applications  now  \inder  advise- 
incEit,  and  two  (2)  have  been  withdrawn.  Two  (2)  of  the  apjjlications 
approved  have  be(m  for  the  merging  of  companies. 

The  Commission  has  decided  not  to  a])prove  charters  which  appear 
to  have  as  an  object  the  obtaining  and  holding  of  water-rights  as 
articles  of  commerce. 

A co])y  of  the  Kules  adojited  is  submitted  for  3’our  information. 

JOHX  P.IKKIXBIXE, 

HEXKY  M.  BRACKEXEIDriE, 
JCHX  F.  WHITWOETI-I, 

EOBEET  S.  COXKLIX, 

Commissioner  of  Forestry. 

SAMUEL  G.  DIXOX, 

Commissioner  of  Health. 

Harrisburg,  Bennsylvania, 

December  20,  BH  5. 
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THE  WATER  STl’ri.Y  COM:NriSSI( )A  OF  PENXSYLVANL\. 


Heicaftev  no  letters  jjateiit  shall  be  issued  to  any  eoiupany  desii  in^^ 
to  be  iiicorpoi-ated  for  the  i)urpose  of  snp])lyiu^'  water  to  the  public, 
in  any  coiuiuuiiity  iu  the  (i'ouinioin\ealth,  until  said  a]t]ilicatiou  is 
first  submitted  to  and  has  received  the  approval  of  a majority  of  the 
said  Water  i^upjdy  Commission. 

Rules  ( i (iveruin<i’  (he  Incorporation  of  ater  ('omjianies. 

The  followino-  rules,  governing  the  incorporation  of  com])anies  for 
the  sn])idy  of  water,  and  concerning  the  ])ractice  befoi  e the  said  Com- 
mission. ar(‘  submitted  for  the  guidance  of  thos(^  interested. 

Xotices. 

The  notice*  of  an  intention  to  upjdy  for  a charter  should  give  the 
names  of  at  least  three  incoi-porators.  designate*  the  time  when  aj)- 
plication  will  lee  made  to  the  Governor  anel  the*  saiel  Commissiein.  for 
the  charter,  the  Act  of  Assembly  uneler  which  it  is  maele,  and  the 
purpose  proposed. 

Twenty-one  days'  notice  must  be  given  of  the  iutendeel  applie*ation, 
by  advertisement  in  tv.o  newspapers  of  general  e-irculatinn,  printed 
in  the  County  or  Counties  where  the  water  is  to  su{'pli<*d  and  the 
water  is  to  be  obtained. 

TjCgal  or  technical  publication  or  papers  not  jirintt  d in  the  Eng- 
lish language,  are  not  regarded  as  in  this,  class. 

The  proof  of  the  juiblication  of  the  notice  must  be  tiled  in  the  office 
of  the  Seci'etary  of  the  Commonwealth  u}ton  the  maturity  of  the  cer- 
tificate. 

The  following  may  la*  used  for  the  form  of  iiotici*; 


Xotice  is  hereby  given  that  an  a}iplication  will  be  made  to  the  Gov- 
ernor and  the  Water  Supply  Commission  of  Pennsylvania  on  

the day  of 11)0 


by 


under  the  Act  of  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
entitled  “,S.n  act  to  piovide  for  the  incor])oration  and  regulation  oi 
certain  corporations."  approved  Ajiril  21)th,  1874,  and  the  siijiple- 
ments  thereto,  foi*  the  charter  of  an  intended  corjioration  to  be  called 
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Tlie 


(Ih:'  eliai'act{'!'  and  ol)j(‘ct  whereof  is  the 


and  for  fhest'  ])n]']»oses  to  liave,  ])ossess  and  enjoy  all  the  rifihfs, 
l-onefits  and  jaa vih'ji'*'^  tlo'  said  ^\ct  of  Assenddy  and  its  sn])ple- 
nieiits. 

Filinji'  of  ('(‘ititicate. 

The  oeititicate  of  organiza! ion  ninst  he  on  lile  in  tlie  ollice  of  the 
Secretary  of  Hk*  ( 'omnionwealth  doling  the  period  of  jmblication, 
and  the  fee  for  hdters  patent  and  the  bonus  (=n  tlo^  caiiital  stock  most 
accoinjiany  tin*  cerliticate.  A^o  certificate  will  bi*  considered  by  the 
Conunission  nnlil  the  fees,  bonus  and  jiroof  of  jniblication  ari'  in  the 
office  of  till*  Si'cretary  of  the  Coniiuoiiwealth.  The  consolidation  and 
merger  of  water  conijsanies  must  also  lie  presmited  to  the  said  (^'om- 
missioEi  for  considei’ation  before  issuing  of  Letters  Patent. 

Protests. 

Ihotests  against  the  issnitig  of  Letters  Patent  npoa  any  applica- 
tion should  b(‘  tiled  in  dnjdicati*  willi  fin*  Loimnission  as  soon  after 
the  first  jaiblication  of  notice  as  jiracticalde.  The  jirotest  should 
brietiy  set  forth  the  ground  of  ojij.-osition  and  the  interest  of  the  ]iro- 
testants;  and  must  lie  specific,  giving  the  full  and  correct  Eiame  of 
the  comiaioy  against  whose  a](]dication  it  is  tiled,  and  di'signate  the 
dati*  when  the  ajijdication  is  advertised  to  be  made.  A day  for  hear- 
ing will  th(*n  be  apjiointed,  at  which  time  all  paities  will  be  lieard 
by  counsel  or  in  person. 

idajis.  Etc.,  to  be  Enmislu'd  the  Commission. 

Apjilicants  for  chart(‘i's  for  Wati'r  Companies  shall  furnish  the 
t'ommission  with  maps  and  }dans  in  sufficient  detail  to  show  the 
sonrci*  of  water  snjijily  and  its  apjilication,  and  a written  description 
of  the  same;  also  authentic  data  as  to  the  i haracter  and  volume  of 
the  wat(*r  (o  be  used,  the  pro])OS(*d  metlind  of  storing  and  distribut- 
ing or  utilizing  tin*  sauu*,  and  such  other  information  as  the  Commis- 
sion may  deem  n(*cessary  for  an  intelligent  disiiosition  of  the  appli- 
cation. 

Such  majis  and  papers  to  be  verified  by  affidavit,  and  should  ac- 
comjiar.y  the  cei'tificate. 

Tin*  apjilicant  shall  also  furnish  the  Commission  a dujtlicate  of  the 
apjdieation  for  Charter  as  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Seci'etary  of  the 
( 'ommon  wealth. 

It  is  understood  that  any  ajiproval,  by  this  Commission,  of  char- 
ters for  the  supply  of  water  to  municipalities  or  towns,  is  condi- 


i 

tioned  upon  the  Kules  of  the  Health  Commission  relative  to  the 
purity  of  the  water  being  complied  with. 

Petitions,  Hearing. 

Matters  relating  to  the  utilizing,  conserving,  purifying  or  distribut- 
ing the  waters  of  the  State  may  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
Commission  by  petition,  verified  by  affidavit,  which  shall  fully  set 
forth  all  the  facts  and  the  names  of  the  persons,  firms  or  corpora- 
tions affected  thereby;  and  such  persons,  firms  or  corporations  will 
be  given  an  opportunity  of  being  heard  relative  to  the  matters  al- 
leged. 

All  applicants  for  charters  are  re(iuired  to  state  the  area  of  water 
sheds  which  the}'  own  or  control,  and  the  character  of  the  cover. 


